
A Dream Come True
By  Ma t t  F i l l i pps

I  ke  many o ther  co  egra te  ten f is
l-athletes, Florida men's tennis senior
Trey Johnson rem€mbers developlng a
love for the game at a very young age."When lwas five years o d, lwould
go to  Wests ide  Tenn is  C ub  here  ln
Galnesvil leand hitba sagainstthewall
at the racquetball court whi e waited
for my sister," Johnson recalls. "When

was about seven years old, rny parents
started gett ng me essons, and from
that point on, I stayed pretty focused
0n ienn s.

As Johnson s enthus asm for the
sport grew so d d his drive to compete
at a h gher eve . Around the age of ten,
he began taking iessonsatthe Don Blair
Bacquet C ub. He played rnostly n srnall
local tournaments at f irst, but by the
time he tufned 12, Johnson was compet-
ing in toufnaments a over Flofida.

Johnson didn't stop thefe, however,
as ne wenl0n I0 compele In numeTous
nat r0na l  t0uTnaments  over  the  nex t
severa l  years .  By  17 ,  Johnson had
competed ln the national indooL clay
cour t ,  and hard  cour t  tournarnents
garnering a national ranking of 11th in
the boys 16s doubles division.

Next !p forJohnson was to succeed
in athletics and academics at the high
schoo l  leve l .  As  a  member  o f  an
extfeme y competit ive boy's tennis
sq !ad  a t  Eas ts ide  H igh  Schoo l  in
Galnesvll le, Johns0n p ayed at the t0p
pos  t ion  in  each o f  h is  four  seasons
with the team. fl is accomplishments
included fo!r tearn state championshlp
appearances  as  we l l  as  an  nd iv ld !a l
singles tit le, a d0ubles tit le, and a 3A
team championsh ip  a l  in  h ls  sen io r
year. 0n top of that, as a student ln
the nternat onal Program at Eastside,
Johnson was sti able to graduate with
a high GPA despite the numeTous hours
of practice he wo! d put n each week.

In the spring of 2000, it was time
lor  Johnsof  to  rnake one o f  the
biggest decisions of his l i fe. He c0! d
attend C0rnellwhere he would probably
be ab le  to  s ta r t  on  the  tenn is  team
immedia te ly  o r  he  cou d  s tay  in
Gainesvi le af d hopeful y f ulf ill a lifelong
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dream of playing tennls for the Gators.
Ultimately, Johnsonwould take a chance
with the Gators."lwas very proud of Trey for having
enough coniidence and detem nation to
do everything necessary in ofder to walk
on to the team at Florida," said Trey's
father, Dr. Jarnes Johnson. "He has tru y
impressed us 0ver the years with his
dlscipllned approach to every single goal
that he sets olt to accompllsh."

Trey's hard work would pay off
sooner than expected as he not only
made the team in his ffeshman year, but
he also played in a majorliyofthe team's
rnatches dLrring the 2000'2001 season.
A tho!gh Johnson's freshman campaign
would feature a respectable do!bles
record of 9-7, the team as a whole did
not fare quite as well postlng an overall
record of 9-17 on the year.

Wl th  Andy Jackson 's  a r r l va l  in
Gainesvil le for the 200.I '2002 season,
the Gators had a new and experienced
head coach who was feady  to  ge t
the team back on the right track. After
severa l  months  o f  see ing  Johnson
play, Coach Jackson remembers belng
optimistic about his abili\i to contribute

to the teams success against top notch
SEC opponents in the 2001-2002 season."Trey is extremely exp osive on the
cour t  and ls  capab le  o f  p lay ing  very
powerful tennis," Jackson said. "Not

on y that, but he is a so an exemplary
s tudent  and teammate  who shows
leadefship on and off the court."

n  h is  sophomore  yeaf ,  Johnson
ended up doing much rnore than simply
contr buting. His ste ar mark oi 21-11 in
singles matches was instrumental to the
cornplete turn around that the men's
tenfls team exper enced as they went
18'7 overall and 7-4 in SEC p ay. The
season fea tured  an  upset  o f  then
s i ) ( th - ranked 0 le  Miss ,  a  match  tha t
Johnson rernembers very well." l  had  been p lay ing  a t  the  No.6
sing es spot, bltthat day Coach Jackson
had enough faith in my abil ity to give
me a shot at the No. 5 spot," . lohnson
reca l l s  ' lwas  rna tched up  aga ins t
l\,4artln Seiln who was No 83 in singles
at the time. knew had noth ng to lose
so just wa ked out onto the court that
day with the mindset that would p ay
the best tennls that I possiblycould."

Johnson 's  per fo rmance on  tha t
afternoon ln ate January was nothing
short of spectacLrlar. He captLrred the
victofy over Se in in straightsets 61,6-3
in a rnatch, wh ch barely lasted over
an hour and proved to be decis ve in
the  26 th- ranked Gat0rs  4 '3  v lc to ry
over the Rebels

Coming off a 25-5 overall record in
the 2002-2003 season, .lohnson realizes
that expectations f0r the team in 2004
wi l l  be  ex t femely  h igh .  He is  a lso
prepared to take a lot of responsibilty
on his sh0ulders as a senior leader 0n
the team. lf the past is any indicator 0f
the  way in  wh ich  success  seems to
foilow J0hnson wherever he goes, thef
yoLr  can count  on  the  men s  tenn is
team to make a deep ruf in the NCAA
Championships agaln."Trey ls very posltive and vocal in
his support for the team and his fellow
p layers , "  sa id  Jackson.  "Be lng  f rom
Gainesvil le, he is a true Gator in every
sense of the word." --..*
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